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Honors Program:

Environmental Science and Policy (ENSP)

Last updated: 12/16/13

Objectives

The object of the Environmental Science and Policy (ENSP) Honors program is to encourage and recognize superior scholarship by providing opportunities for interested, capable, and energetic undergraduates to engage in independent study.  The research project will be conducted under the supervision of a faculty mentor, usually in the student's area of concentration, and will result in an Honors thesis. Since choosing a topic is often among the most difficult aspects of research, students are encouraged to start considering topics during the spring semester of the sophomore year, and no later than the fall semester of the junior year.  Participation in ENSP Honors will prepare students for graduate study as well as provide in-depth study pertinent to the project-based assignments common in many environmentally-related jobs.  We encourage all qualified students to consider this experience.

Admission

1. ENSP majors are eligible to apply to the ENSP Honors program after 45 credits have been completed, typically in the fourth semester of full-time study. Since this program requires at least a 3-semester commitment, acceptance is not normally possible after the student completes 75 credits. Students must have declared an area of concentration within ENSP by the time of the Honors application.

2. To be considered for admission, students must have a cumulative GPA of 3.25 or higher and a 3.5 or higher in all courses required for the ENSP core and concentration. Transfer students with equivalent academic records, i.e., GPA and credits completed, are also eligible to apply.

3. A thesis advisor must have been identified and be willing to sponsor the student and project before an application will be reviewed. The student's thesis advisor may be his or her academic advisor, a former or current faculty member, or other faculty member doing research of interest to the student. Students may obtain a description of faculty research interests in the department(s) sponsoring the concentration, and they are encouraged to consult with faculty members with whom they share similar academic interests. A topic for the research project must be identified at the time of application.

4. Acceptance into the ENSP Honors program will affect a student's course load and selection for subsequent semesters; therefore, students are encouraged to submit their application by November 1 or April 1 to allow for its review and timely academic advising for the next semester. 

5. The applications are submitted to the ENSP Program Director.

Application packet

1. The application packet should include: 

· An official UM transcript 

· A personal statement of interest in and a rationale for the proposed research topic.

· A letter of support from the proposed thesis advisor

2. Upon admission to the ENSP Honors program, the student and thesis advisor will identify a second faculty member to serve on the thesis committee.  It will be the student's responsibility to meet with the committee each semester to gain permission to register for the thesis credits and to report progress toward completion of the thesis and ENSP coursework.

3. Admission to ENSP Honors carries with it admission to the University Honors College, making the student eligible to take HONR courses, live in Honors housing, and participate in Honors events..

Program Requirements

1. During the first semester’s enrollment in the ENSP Honors Program (ENSP 499), and to continue enrollment, the student must complete a full research prospectus.  The research prospectus should include:

· A coversheet with a working title, the student's name and contact information, and the name and contact information of the thesis advisor.

· A 200-word summary of the intended project that identifies the research question and explains the relevance of the topic to current issues in environmental science and/or policy.

· A 2-3 page review of current literature, resulting in a statement of the problem, hypothesis and/or research question to be investigated

· A description of the intended research methodology

· A preliminary bibliography

· A 3- or 4-semester plan of coursework, developed together with the student’s advisor, including possible graduate courses (see “Program Requirements” below).

2. Subsequent to the first semester in ENSP Honors, students must complete 9 credits of upper-level departmental honors courses or 600-level graduate courses or some combination of the two.  

· The courses must be approved in advance by the thesis advisor.

· The courses may include up to two Honors Option courses.  These are upper-level undergraduate courses for which a student and faculty member contract in advance.  The contract describes the requirements to be completed by the student and specifies how these requirements are qualitatively beyond the normal requirements of the course. Honors Option Guidelines, Contract Proposal Forms, and Contract Final Report Forms are available from the University Honors Program, Anne Arundel Hall.

· The courses may include 600-level graduate courses, provided the student first gains permission of the course instructor and the Assistant Dean of the College offering the course before enrolling.
· With permission of the student’s academic advisor, these courses may substitute for restricted electives within the student's concentration in ENSP. 

3. In addition, students will complete 6 credits of ENSP Honors research (ENSP 499) that culminates in an oral defense of the thesis.  Three of the ENSP Honors research credits may be used to fulfill the CORE Advanced Studies requirement upon successful completion of the thesis defense. 

4. The student shall register, with the thesis advisor's permission, for 1-3 credits of ENSP Honors Research (ENSP 499) each semester, until the thesis is completed and successfully defended.

The Honors Thesis and Oral Defense

1. The Honors thesis should be written in standard thesis format, including a 200-word abstract.  The thesis describes original research for which hypotheses have been formulated and tested. The thesis forms a significant part of the student's Honors work and includes:

· A statement of the research problem and its relevance to environmental science and/or policy.

· A current literature review.

· A statement of the research hypothesis or question.

· A description of research methods and materials.

· Data collected and results obtained.

· A discussion of the results and their significance.

2. Students are strongly encouraged to complete their thesis by November 1 or April 1 in order to schedule an oral defense prior to the deadline for submission of grades in December or May. It will be up to the student to arrange a time for the oral defense, which can take place no sooner than 10 school days after the thesis committee has agreed upon a mutually convenient time and has received a copy of the student's thesis.

3. Three faculty members conduct the defense, including the student's thesis advisor; another faculty member in the same area as the student's research; and the ENSP Program Director or designee.

4. At the defense the student will be expected to give a short oral presentation followed by questions from the committee on the research and other relevant areas.  The committee will evaluate the student's written thesis, performance in the defense, and overall level of research performance.  If the student successfully passes the defense, the examiners will then recommend whether the student graduates with "Honors" or "High Honors," which will be noted on the student’s official transcript. In general, "High Honors" is reserved for exceptional ENSP students who have presented research at national meetings and/or co-authored a paper for publication, and who have demonstrated superior performance in all aspects of the program. 

5. After the oral exam, students will make revisions as requested by the Committee.  Next, the thesis advisor will submit a grade for each semester of Honors research, and will complete a form certifying that the thesis is complete and has been accepted by the thesis committee.  Finally, the revised, signed thesis is submitted to the ENSP Program Director.

6. Students may receive Honors in more than one department, but the requirements of both departments must be met. The student must have prior approval from the ENSP Program Director, and the thesis completed for each Honors program must be unique.  (The same project may not be used to meet the requirements of two Honors programs).

Privileges for Honors Students

1. Students may be granted the right to use academic facilities, such as libraries and laboratories, ordinarily available only to graduate students or staff.

2. Students may take, with permission of the course instructor and the thesis advisor, graduate courses and receive undergraduate credit for them.

Withdrawal from the Program

1. An Honors student will be required to meet with his or her committee to discuss continued participation in the Honors program if any of the following occurs:  

· The cumulative grade point average falls below 3.25

· The grade point average in ENSP falls below 3.5

· The student earns less than a B in a course taken for ENSP Honors

· Active participation in research activity is not maintained  

2. If the student withdraws from the program before defending the Honors thesis, the credits accumulated from participating in Honors Research cannot be counted toward the CORE Advanced Studies requirement.

